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n K Relation which Man bears to au. 
"the Creature to his Creator, is exhibited. | 
to us in the Oracles of Gov under va- 
ious Repreſentations. | Conſider'd as a, Sinner, a 
fallen Creature, he is there repreſented As a Debiar © 

, to his "Creator. He is alſo frequently repreſented 48 
2 Servant, Which indeed is eſſential. to him as - 
| Creaturg: "Infomuch that this. Appellation is giren 

to the Son of 'Gop When in his State of Humi- © wo 3 
liation': "He fork upon him the Fern 2 1 4 Omer wo 3 


_ being made i in the Litens /i of Men. ; 155 e 1 


2. But no Character more exactly agrees 8 2 
5 preſent State of Man than that of a Seward. „ 
Our bleſſed Lord frequently repteſents hims * — foe te 
and there i is a peculiar Propriety i in the Repreſentay'' + 


tion. It is only i in one particular Reſpect, namglyy-. 
as he 18 a Sinner, that he i 18 ſtiled a Debtor.” Aud Es 


when he 1s Riled a Servant, the Appe 1 at FL . 8 5 


esd and indeterminate. But a St:war 19 Bore 
vant of; a „ Kind: Sk a,0n8 45 « Man 
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[ It may is of U then to co this Point - 


S Dhroughly, and to make our full Improvement of it. 
i: In order to this, let us, firſt, inquire, in what Re- 


[ ſpects we are now Go p 's Stewards. Let us, ſe. „„ 
. obſerve, that when he requires our Souls of. 
us, we can be no longer Stewards. It will on, 


© remain, as we way in the third Place, obſerve; to. 5 


* ene 
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I =p an y Account £2 our Deen i A 


"2 . And fil, we are to enquire, in "what Re. | 
N we are now Gop's Stewards, We are now-in- 
debted to Him for all we have; but although a 
e is obliged to return what he has. received,” , 

Jet until the Time of Payment: comes, he is at Li. fcc! 
IP berty to ofe it as he pleaſes. It is not ſo with 8 = i 
Steward; He is not at Liberty to uſe what is lod Iged - 
* E In Bis Hands, as he pleaſes, but as his Maſter pleaſes. nes 
- He has no Right to diſpcſe | of any. Thing Which is 
in bis Hands, but: according to the Will of his Lord. 1 
For he is not the Proprietor of any of theſe. Things, 3 5 1 

| bat barely intruſted wWith them by another: And 
iatruſted on this expreſs Condition, that he ſhall 
= Alete; of all as his Maſter orders. Nom this is : 
. = ts "Ol of every Man with Relation & . 4 
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. „ ene b | the Poſleſſor of Heaven and Lirth, an 


the Lord of every Creature. We have: no Right” | mM 
to difpoſe of any Thing we have, but according” | 
to his Will, ſeeing we are not Proprietors of aux 


| of theſe Things : They. are all, as aur Lord ſpeaks, . | 


o impreſs) this weighty Truth on our Hearts, i; will! 4 
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AMT f. belonging to another Perſon nor is any 
Thing properly aur own, in the Land of our Pil- 
grimage. We mall not receive 100 he our own” 
5 till we come to our own = COTE Fiemal 
Things. we. are eee intruſted by another ; che 7 
Diſpoſer and Lord of all. Aad he intruſts us with. 
them on this expreſs . Condition, that we uſe them: 
only as our Maſter's Goods, and accordiag. to he 1 
3 Directions which! he has given us in his: 1 


125 oa this Contigion- He hath fatrufted us Wi f 
our Souls, our Bodies, our Goods, and whatever 
other Talents we have receibed: But in ordef to A 


be needful to come to Particulars. | q 

And, Firſt, God: has intruſted | us Weh bir 1 851. 4 
an immortal | Spirit, made in the Image of Geb, 3 
together with all the Powers and Faculties thereof, 
Underſtanding, Imagination, Memory ; ; wilt, and 
a Train of Affections, cither included in it, or” | 
ee dependent upon it; Love and Hatted; Joy f 
and Sorrow, reſpecting Preſcut Good : and Evil 1 h 
1 and Averſſon, Hope and Fear, refpedting | 

hat. which, is to come. All cheſe b aaay 

ta-ioclude in two Words, when he ſay! (The; ws | f 
* So fall keep, We Hearts and Minds, Fedder pps; | 
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Adee the latter Word, pofperras might rather = 
rendered 7 houghts : : Provided we take that Word i in | a 
its moſt extenſive Senſe, for every Perception of e „ 


4 Mind, whether active or paſſive, vents I "2. 
1 Now of all theſe, it is certain, we are only, "os 


il Stewards.” 'Gop. has intruſted us with. theſe Powers” eG 
and Faculties, not chat we may employ them ac- FE 
5 cording to ohr own Will, but according to the er · 1 


Preſs Orders which he has given us: 4g (Although it 5 = 5 333 
| is true, that in doing his Will, we moſt effeQually” RE 
1 ſecure our own Happineſs, ſeeing it is herein only” : : = 5 

that. we can be happy, either in Time, or in EE. 
1 ternity.) Thus, we are to uſe. our Underſtanding, 85 ay | - 
1 dur Imagination, our Memory, wholly to the Glory ” 


$ of him that gave them. Thus our Will is to be 
1 wholly given up to him, and all oar Affection: to = 
; be regulated as he directs. We are to love and 

bete, to | rejoice 2 and grieve,” to defire and ſhun, to FD 
If hope 2nd fear, according to. the Rule which He „5 
i preſcribes whoſe \ we are, and whom we. are to ſerve 5 1 

l in all Things. Even our Thoughts are not our 55 A. 
} 5 5 in this Senſe.: They are not at our own Dil- 8 9 
| : poſit: But for erery deliberate Motion of 'our Me = BR 
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li we are .accpuntable to our great Mat er. . 
4 God Has, ſecondly, ntruſte@ N us i our ho 
| Badu, {thi ſe exquiſitely wrougl t Machines, of. 5 

; | fearful, 4 wonderfull made) with all the Powers 5 
| and Members thereof. He has intruſted u us wich be 8 . 8 
; | Organs of * Serſe, of Sicht, Hearing, and che. EN 5 Re 
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i 88 of theſe are let us in ſuch e as to leave ve 1 
| . at Liberty to uſe them as we pleaſe for a Sea | 
mw 2 5 ſon. No : We have received them on theſe very = 
* Terms, that as long as they abide with us, we 


Io ſhould employ them all, in that very TO) and i 
6. no other which he appoints. (RIO © JEN 55 5 

5. It is on the ſame Terms, 111 He has. im- 
5 parted. to us that moſf 25 cellent Talent of Sprech, 4 
Bs Den baſt given me 4 Tongue, ſays the Ancient Wri- 


ter, that T may praiſ: thee thertwith. For this Pur- 
poſe was it given to all the Children of Men, to 
de employed in glorify ing So. Nothing theres” 
= fore is more ungrateful, or more abſurd, than to 
25 think or ay, aur Torguts art. our own, That can⸗- 
not be, unleſs we have created ere and ſo 
are independent on the Moſt High. Nay, but # i 
He that- bath "made us, and not we ourſelves. Thee 
5 manifeſt Conſequence i is, That he is till Lord over”? 15 1 
s in this as in all other Reſpects. It follows; that... 
' there is not a Word of « our Tongue, for "ie we | 
are not accountable to him. R 3 wh 
6. To bim we are equally ccbtiabth/ fors th 
the of our Hand. and Feet, and all the ee 
. of our Body: "Theſe are ſo many Talents wien 
3 are committed to our Truſt, until the Time 12 5 5 9 
1 pointed by the Father. Vntil then, we have. the. 
* - BY Uſe of all theſe ; but as Stewards, not as Proptises . I ; i 
1 {7 A tors: To the End, we ſhould render then a . 4 
|  Gibtuments' if Unrighttouſneſs unto Wig © but . 85 
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7.1 Go 120 tel us, e ich Nr. A 
Addon of wordly Goods, with Food to eat, Raiment 
d pat on, and a Place where to lay our Head; with: 
not only the Neceſſaries, but the Conveniencies ß Ws 
| Life. Above all, he. has committed to. our Charge My 
that precious Talent, which contains all the reſt, e 
Money ;. Indeed it is unſpeakably precious, if we. 
are wiſe and faithful Stewards. of it; if we em x 
ploy every Part of it for ſuch Purpoſes as. o „ 
bleſſed Lord has commanded us to do. 13 
8. Gov has intruſted us, fourthly, with 8 
veral Talents, which do not properly come unde 
any of theſe Heads: Such is bodily. Strength: 
ſuch are Healib, a pleaſing Perſon, an agreeable 
Auadreſi: Such ate Learning and Knowledge in their. 
1 various Degrees, with all the other Advantages of. 
x ee, Such is the Influence which we have 8 
over others, whether by their Lone and” Efeem * 
F OY wy 1 yak», ower * 3 them. Good: or- 


4 2 =” Life. "Ad"? to theſe that: lr Talent of: . 
Une, with which Gop: intruſts us from 1 N 2 
to. Moment. Add, laftly, that on Which all he 
al depend, and without which they would all be „ 
*- Curſes, not: Bleſſings: Namely, the Grace of GO . : 
"the Power of his Holy.Spirit, which alone 0 | 
bn 1 WON en in his Sights. 7 


N , 
8 a,# ws F 


* 
+ 189 


b 8 ND x, in * many Respect are the Cbilgeget, | +: 
* Stewards of the Lord, ble e 15 Ts 1 


I 1 


51 


$ > X 


Fo." at? _ 
9 N walls Mi 
£ 


r 
= - * 


7755 


: * 
, th. 
, W 
10 .:Y * 5 3 
es p 1 SE = 
« £ / 
* : £ SY wy 


12 
* . 1 


ve. x 4; 5 . 7 
1 r 2 


K. 9 2 pits 
various Kinds, bath he e to ak ce 
But it is not for ever, nor indeed ſor any conſt- 
derable Time. We have this Truſt repoſed in tl 
only during the ſhort, uncertain Space that we ſo⸗ 
journ here below: Only ſo long as we remain n 
Earth, as this fleeting - Breath is in our Noſtrils. 
The Hour is ſwiftly approaching, it is juſt at þ l 
Hand, when we cen "be 10 tonger nen "0; 
Moment the Body returns t6 the” Dot as it , 
and the Spirit to COD that gave it, we bear that 
Character no more; the Time of our Stewardſhip 
is at an End. Part of thoſe Goods wherewith we 
were before intruſted, are now come ae * 
At leaſt, they are ſo with Regard to us 3 nor are we 
lon iger intruſted with them: And that Part Which 
remains, can no longer 11 N or A Von 44 1 
it was before. „ 4 
2. Part of what we were intrufled with before; | 1 
is at an End, at leaſt with Regard to us. What I 
have we to do, after this Life, with Food, and en if ü 
' Raiment, and Houſes, and earthly Poſſeſſions 2 The — 
Food of the Dead is the Duſt of the Earth: They, 
are cloathed only with Worms and Rottenneſs. 
"Ty "dwell: in tbe Houſe prepared for all Naas 
Their Lands know them no more. All their worldly / 
Goods are delivered into other Hands, and 8 5 85 
have no more. Portion under the dun. g 4 
3. The Caſe is the ſame with regard! to ge 
32 The Moment ly We, denn — 1 an. 
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5 the. Parts and Members af which je was e 
F lie mouldering i In the Clay. The Hands have 
no, longer Power to move; the Feet have forgot 


| are all hafting to be diſſolved into common Duſt. 


* Eloquence, and Aaareſs ; our Faculty of pleaſing 
ef perſuading, or convincing others. Here end 
1 likewiſe all the Honours we once enjoyed, all the. 


Auence which we once had. oyer others, either 
by the Love or the Eſteem which they bore us. 


i regard how we, were once affected toward them: 
I nor hurt them; So. that living Deg ts better than 4. 
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© Introfted, Whether chey will ceaſe to exiſt when 


| Kind of Speech which we now uſe, by Means of 
' theſe: "bodily. Organs, will chen be intirely at an 


certain 275 INE. > will no, more. occaſion K 


| vey. Piſs 


. 


th the Poet ſuppoſes to belong to a ſe 1 
Spirit, v we” Cannot allow. t to have. 4 real Being 4.3 
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cheir Office ;- the Fleſh, the Sinews, the Bones, 


4. Here end alſo the Talents of a mixt Na- | 
ture, our Strength, our Health ; 3 our Beaut 73 our "=, 


Power which, was lodged in our Hands, all the 


A Qur Love, our Hatred, our. Deſire is prrifoed: None 7 
2 They look upon. the Dead as neither able to help 


7 Is Lin. . 1 * We a gs: ad oy” pf? : pL 1 
Mie 4 other Talents en we are, now F 
the Body returns to Duſt, or only ceaſe to be 7 
| improvable. Indeed there is no Doubt, but the 5 


rad When thoſe. Organs, are deſtroyed. It js . 
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35 a mere n of Imagination. Indeed It can 8 A 


not be queſtioned, but ſeparate Spirits have ſome 


Way to communicate their Sentiments td 7 5 8 


Other: But what Inhabitant of Fleſh. and Blood |. 
can explain that Way? What we term Speech, - 
they cannot have. 80 that we can no longer | de 
Steward of this Talent, when we are e numbered d with | 
| the Dead. © 
6. It may „ likeaife e 0e ösbe bee 
bur Senſes will exiſt, when ihe Organs 6f Sense 
are deftroyed. Is it not probable, that thofe 'of | 62 
the lower Kind will ceaſe ; the Feeling, the Smell, 
the Taſte, as they have a more immediate Refe, 
rence to the Body, and are chielly, if not wholly. - 


oY 1. n f * 


15 intended for the Preſervation of it? But will 8 5 


ſome Kind of Sight remain, although the Eye be 
cloſed in Death ? And will there not be ſomethin 

in the Soul, equivalent to the preſent Senſe 5 
| Hearing ? Nay, 3 is it not probable, that theſe will +: 


not only exiſt in the ſeparate State, but exiſt. ic Ell 4 | 


far greater Degree, in a more eminent Manner ü 


nom! When the Soul, Ufincangled"from f its Fc 6 
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the Vie of the Bar-? Yea, 7855 Earnelt of 3 ir con- | 
pant Fox. does. noz,the eee 
- Manner, when the Eye is 0 „e lige, namely, in 
Dreams? Does ne ingt han, enjpyithe Faculty of 
1 without any Help from the Ear dmhuBʒt 
however this be, certdin” it 7 that eicher will! 
our Senſes, any more than our Speth be intruſted to oi 
us in the Manner they. are now, when the Body | hos 
Yes in the ſilent Grave. %% 
7. How far the Kevwlethe' * Ltthing i 
we have gained by Edu will then remain, "ve 8 
Lannot tell. Solbmon i indeed 67, 7 dere i 15 Wark, 
v0 Device, nor *Knowledg', 5 nor” "Wiſdom, in the - 
Grave wither they Fi But it it us evident, theſe 


. . 1 


Word cannot be underſtood i in an 1 abſolute Senſe,” 
1 For, it is ſo. far from being true, that "there i 18 1% * 
| 2 afcer.we haye-quitted che. Body, that the | 
_+Dqube lies on the other Side, Whether there be 


© {ny ſuch Thing as real Knowledge till then? he- 1 
er it be not a plain ſober FIN not a mere 
Poetles Figien, Ia 9567 15 A957 Ts 11. . N . 1 
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. 8 55 been pleaſed to reveal to Man. 1 wilt Kd te 


ones After having fought'for Truth with ſome Di- 
5 gence for Half a Centry, I am at this Day hardly. 
fure of any Thing. but what learn from the Bible. 


| Nay, 'x* poſicively | Arm, knot wothing elſe T | 41 
Certainly, that! 1 would dare to Rake my Salvation, L 4 


open it. 50 
80 much n ve may learn from Soma 


5 Words, that that there is no ſuch Knowledge or Wi iſ ; 1 
on in the Grave, as will be of any uſe to an un- 
happy Spirit; there is 0 Divice there, whereby 1 


he can now improve thoſe Talents, with which, 
he was once intrufted. For Time is no more: 
The Time of our Trial for everlaſting Happineſs, 
or Miſery is paſt, Our Day, the Day of Man, is 
over; the Day of Salvation is ended. N othing now. 
remains but the Day 'of the Lord, u 
wide, unchangeable Eternity. Fa 

S. But till our Souls, being c and” 
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immortal, of a Nature little lower than the A en 2 ö 


(even if we are to underſtand that Phraſe. of our 


original Nature, which may well admit of a Doubt), 'F 3 
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